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PRIVATE MANNED ACCESS TO SPACE 

 
On the occasion of the 2007 Paris Airshow, the International Academy of Astronautics 
announce the IAA Symposium on Private Manned Access to Space, which will be held in 
Arcachon, near Bordeaux (France) on May 28 to 30, 2008. 
 
The Symposium aims at addressing all topics related to the "Space Transportation of 
Passengers on a commercial basis"; the overall Goal is to identify and quantify the key topics 
associated to Private Manned Access to Space for both Orbital and Sub-orbital missions:  
 
- The Symposium will deal with the major technical features of the conceivable solutions, 
providing the participants with a good understanding of the technical credibility of the 
currently on-going proposals, 
- The Symposium will address the legal and regulatory aspects, on both certification and 
safety aspects of commercial manned space flight; current limitations will be identified and 
future actions will be proposed,  
- The Symposium will deal with the financial aspects associated to the development of Private 
Access to Space, mainly in terms of overall evaluation of development cost, the operational 
costs, associated business plans and financing schemes,  
- The Symposium will identify the motivations of the potential customers in order to 
consolidate the foreseen market, and associated customers requirements linked to this new 
branch of Access to Space, 
- The Symposium will deal with the constraints associated to manned flights in the frame of 
commercial initiatives, mainly the physiological aspects, psychological ones, and ergonomic 
constraints,  
- The Symposium will deal with ground infrastructures, future spaceports, space tourism bases 
together with associated services such as side activities, entertainment. 
 
Future schedule is the following: 
- Call for papers by end of July 2007, 
- Abstracts due by Christmas 2007,  
- Papers selections by February 2008, 
 
For technical information contact Christophe.Bonnal@cnes.fr  
 
For further information contact sgeneral@iaaweb.org. Web site http://www.iaaweb.org 


