
IAA Study Update 
 

Study Number and Title: S 6.3 Interstellar Message Construction 
Responsible Commission: 6 
Short Study Description (repeat from Study Group Proposal): 
Overall Goal: To identify promising opportunities for expanded research in interstellar 
message construction, based on a review of extant methods as well as an exploration of 
innovative alternatives. In the process, new participants to the discussion will be 
identified, increasing the diversity of perspectives incorporated. 
Intermediate Goals : Organize discussions in conjunction with meetings on interstellar 
message design sponsored by partner organizations, leading to recommendations for 
future research opportunities. Encourage participants in the discussion to publish on the 
topic. 
 
Progress in past six months: 
Co-sponsored “The Search for a Cosmic Rosetta Stone,” a symposium held at the SETI 
Institute in Mountain View, California, USA on November 20, 2004. Facilitated 
discussions leading to the double session “Anthropology, Archaeology, and Interstellar 
Communication: Science and the Knowledge of Distant Worlds” at the annual conference 
of the American Anthropological Association in Atlanta, Georgia, USA on December 16, 
2004. Co-sponsored workshop on “Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Encoding Altruism in 
Interstellar Messages” on February 27, 2005 in conjunction with symposium “Altruism in 
Cross-Cultural Perspective” at the annual conference of the Society for Cross-Cultural 
Research in Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA.   
 
Website Study Information up to date? (Study Group Membership, Study Plan and 
Schedule): Study Group Membership needs to be updated to reflect changes proposed on 
following page. Study Plan and Schedule are up to date. 
 
Issues requiring resolution? (recommend approach): 
None. 
 
Product Deliveries on Schedule?  (If modified explain rationale): 
Yes. 
 
Study Team Member Changes?  
 
Name of person providing Study Group Status  (Chair or one of the Co-Chairs): 
Douglas A. Vakoch 
Status Report Date:      March 8, 2005  
 
Please email the completed reports to Dr. Kasturirangan, krangan@nias.iisc.ernet.in and 
katkuri@isro.org, and Dick Kline, rlkline@cox.net.  Then post it on your IAA 
Commission Website no later than March 8, 2005.  Thank you! 



Study Team Membership Changes 
 
Effectivity Date: March 15, 2005 
 
Discontinue: 
None 
 
Add: 
 
Name: Professor Andrey Korotayev 
Current email address: korotayev@yahoo.com  
Tel.: +7 (095) 316 0998 
Fax: +7 (095) 975 2396 
Mailing address: Program "Anthropology of the East," Russian State University for the 
Humanities, 6 Miusskaya Ploshchad', Moscow 125267, Russia 
 
Name: Prof. Dr. Roland Posner 
Current email address: posner@kgw.tu-berlin.de 
Tel.: +49-(0)30-314-2315  
Fax: +49-(0)30-314-27638 
Mailing address: Institut für Linguistik, Arbeitsstelle für Semiotik, Sekr. TEL 16-1  
Technische Universität Berlin, Ernst-Reuter-Platz 7, D - 10587 Berlin, Germany 
 
Name: Professor Jeff Bernard, D.E. 
Current email address: ISSS-Info@MCNon.com 
Tel.: +43-1-5045344 
Fax: +43-1-5045344 
Mailing address: Institut für Sozio-Semiotische Studien ISSS, Waltergasse 5/1/12, 1040 
Wien, Austria 
 
Name: Professor Carl L. DeVito 
Current email address: devito@math.arizona.edu 
Tel. +1-520-621-2891 
Fax: +1-520-621-8322 
Mailing address: Department of Mathematics, The University of Arizona, 617 N. Santa 
Rita Ave., P.O. Box 210089, Tucson, AZ 85721–0089, USA 
 
Name: Mr. Leslie I. Tennen 
Current email address: LTennen@astrolaw.com 
Tel. +1-602-254-5197 
Fax: +1-602-253-7767 
Mailing address: Sterns and Tennen Legal Offices, 849 North Third Avenue, Phoenix, 
AZ 85003-1439, USA 


