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ABSTRACT
Since 1997, The Planetary Society’s Gene Shoemaker NEO Grant program has
been a resource for amateur observers, observers in developing countries, and
under-funded professional observers in contributing to vital NEO research, and grant
winners have made significant contributions to asteroid discovery, tracking, and
characterization. The Planetary Society has awarded 56 Shoemaker NEO grants
totaling about $382,000 to observers, mostly amateurs with proven track records,
from 18 different countries on 5 continents. A new call for proposals will be released
to coincide with the Planetary Defense Conference. At the conference, examples of
recent Shoemaker NEO winners’ contributions and geographical distribution will be
presented, as well as details of the new call for proposals.
The program honors pioneering planetary geologist Gene Shoemaker, who helped
us understand the process of impact cratering on the planets and the nature of the
NEO population. Originally, the focus of the program was on discovery, but in an era
of professional surveys, the foci have shifted toward astrometric follow-up and to
valuable physical studies to characterize the physical nature of NEOs.

Grants typically go to hardware upgrades to take already productive observatories to
the next level, for example through sensitive cameras or equipment to robotically
control an observatory. The worldwide distribution of the past winners also has
allowed collaboration on discoveries and follow-up with groups in one country
contacting groups in other countries to provide rapid follow-up of discoveries.
More information on the Shoemaker NEO grants and grant winners can be found at:
http://www.planetary.org/explore/projects/neo-grants/
The Planetary Society gratefully acknowledges the financial support of its members
who make these grants possible, and our expert advisory/review panel for our last
round of proposals: Planetary Society NEO Grant Coordinator Timothy Spahr; Alan
Harris, Carl Hergenrother, Carrie Nugent, and Quan-Zhi Ye.

